Qs & A's

How Can Skin
Exposures be
Reduced?

Skin exposures can be
reduced by wearing
gloves whenever you are
in contact with the strip-
ping solution."

1) Two gloves should be
worn. The inner glove
should be made from poly-
ethylene/ethylene vinyl
alcohol (e.g. Silver Shield®,
or4H®). This material,
however, does not provide
good physical resistance
against tears, so an outer
glove made from nitrile or
neoprene should be worn.

2) Shoulder-length gloves
will be more protective.

3) Change gloves before
the break-through time
occurs. Rotate several
pairs of gloves throughout
the day. Let the gloves
dry in a warm well venti-
lated area at least over
night before reuse.

4) Keep gloves clean by
rinsing often. Keep
gloves in good condition.
Inspect the gloves before
use for pin-holes, cracks,
thin spots, and stiffer than

-normal or sticky surfaces.

5) Wear a face shield or
goggles to protect face
and eyes.

What Other
Problems Occur?

Stripping Solution
Temperature

Most manufacturers of
stripping solution recom-

mend controlling the
solution to a temperature
of 70°F. This temperature
is required for the wax in
the solution to form a
vapor barrier on top of the
solution to keep the
solution from evaporating
too quickly. If the
temperature is too high,
the wax will not form the
vapor barrier. If it is too
cold, the wax will solidify
and separate from the
solvent causing increased
evaporation. Use a belt
heater to heat the solution
to the correct temperature.
Call your solution manu-
facturer for the correct
temperature for your
solution, ™

Make-Up Air

Air will enter a building
in an amount to equal the
amount of air exhausted
whether or not provision
is made for this replace-
ment. If a local exhaust
system is added a make-
up or replacement air
system must be added to
replace the air removed.
Without a replacement air
system, air will enter the
building through cracks
causing uncontrollable
eddy currents. If the
building perimeter is
tightly sealed, it will
prevent the air from
entering and severely
decrease the amount
exhausted from the

ventilation system. This
will cause the building to
be under negative pres-
sure and decrease the
performance of the
exhaust system.'

Dilution Ventilation

With general or dilution
ventilation, uncontami-
nated air is moved
through the workroom by
means of fans or open
windows, which dilutes
the pollutants in the air.
Dilution ventilation does
not provide effective
protection to other
workers and does not
confine the methylene
chloride vapors to one
area.'t

Phosgene Poisoning
from Use of Kerosene
Heaters

Do not use kerosene
heaters or other open
flame heaters while
stripping furniture. Use
of kerosene heaters in
connection with methyl-
ene chloride can create
lethal or dangerous
concentrations of phos-
gene. Methylene chloride
vapor is mixed with the
air used for the combus-
tion of kerosene in
kerosene stoves. The
vapor thus passes through
the flames, coming into
close contact with carbon
monoxide at high tem-
peratures. Any chlorine
formed by decomposition
may, under these condi-
tions, react with carbon
monoxide and form
phosgene.’



