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2 Act

‘o authorize the Secretary of the Army to undertake a national program of
inspection of dama.

Be it enacted by the Senate und House of Representatives of the
United States of America in, (Congress assembled, That the term
“dam” as used In this Act means any artificial barrier, includin
appurtenant works, which impounds or diverts water, and whic
(1) is twenty-five feet or more in height from the natural bed of the
stream or watercourse measured at the downstream toe of the barrier,
or from the lowest elevation of the outside limit of the barrier, if it
is not across & stream channel or watercourse, to the maximum water
storage elevation or (2) has an impounding capacity at maximum
water storage elevation of fifty acre-feet or more. This Act does not
apply to any such barrier which is not in excess of six feet in height,
regardless of storage capacity or which has a storage capacity at
maximum water storage elevation not in excess of fifteen acre-feet,
regardless of height.

EC. 2. As soon as practicable, the Secretary of the Army, acting
through the Chief of Engineers, shall carry out a national program of
inspection of damns for the purpose of protecting human life and prop-
erty. All dams in the United States shall be insgected by the Secretary
except (1) dams under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Reclamation,
the %ennessee Valley Authority, or the International Boundary and
Water Commission, (2) dams which have been constructed pursuant
to licenses issued under the authority of the Federal Power Act, (3)
dams which have been inspected within the twelve-month period
immediately prior to the enactment of this Act by a State agency and
which the Governor of such State requests be excluded from inspection,
and (4) dams which the Secretary of the Army determines do not pose
any threat to human life or property. The Secretary may inspect dams
which have been licensed under the Federal Power Act upon request
of the Federal Power Commission and dams under the jurisdiction of
the International Boundary and Water Commission upon request of
such Commission.

SEc. 3. Assoon as practicable after inspection of a dam, the Secretary
shall notify the Governor of the State in which such dam is located the
results of such investigation. The Secretary shall immediately notify
the Governor of any hazardous conditions found during an inspection.
The Secretary shall provide advice to the Governor, upon request,
relating to timely remedial measures necessary to mitigate or obviate
any hazardous conditions found during an inspection.

gnc. 4. For the purpose of determining whether a dam (including the
waters impoundeg by such dam) constitutes a danger to human life or
property, the Secretary shall take into consideration the possibility
that the dam might be endangered by overtopping, seepage, settlement,
erosion, sediment, cracking, earth movement, earthquakes, failure of
bulkheads, flashboard, gates on conduits, or other conditions which
exist or which might occur in any area in the vicinity of the dam.

Skc. 3. The Secretary shall report to the Congress on or before
July 1, 1974, on his activities under the Act. which report shall
include, but not be limited to—

(1) an inventory of all dams located in the United States;

(2) a review of each inspection made, the recommendations
furnished to the Governor of the State in which such dam is
located and information as to the implementation of such
recommendation ;
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