A4.16 Water Closets

A4.16 Water Closets.

A4.16.3 Height. Height preferences for
toilet seats vary considerably among disabled
people. Higher seat heights may be an advan-
tage to some ambulatory disabled people, but
are often a disadvantage for wheelchair users
and others. Toilet seats 18 in (455 mm) high
seem to be a reasonable compromise. Thick
seats and filler rings are available to adapt
standard fixtures to these requirements.

A4.16.4 Grab Bars. Fig. A6(a) and (b) show
the diagonal and side approaches most com-
monly used to transfer from a wheelchair to a
water closet. Some wheelchair users can trans-
fer from the front of the toilet while others use
a 90-degree approach. Most people who use the
two additional approaches can also use either
the diagonal approach or the side approach.

A4.16.5 Flush Controls. Flush valves and
related plumbing can be located behind walls
or to the side of the toilet, or a toilet seat lid
can be provided if plumbing fittings are directly
behind the toilet seat. Such designs reduce the
chance of injury and imbalance caused by
leaning back against the fittings. Flush controls
for tank-type toilets have a standardized
mounting location on the left side of the tank
(facing the tank). Tanks can be obtained by
special order with controls mounted on the
right side. If administrative authorities require
flush controls for flush valves to be located in a
position that conflicts with the location of the
rear grab bar, then that bar may be split or
shifted toward the wide side of the toilet area.

A4.17 Tollet Stalls.

A4.17.3 Size and Arrangement. This
section requires use of the 60 in (1525 mm)
standard stall (Figure 30(a)) and permits the

36 in (915 mm) or 48 in (1220 mm) wide alter-
nate stall (Figure 30(b)) only in alterations where
provision of the standard stall is technically
infeasible or where local plumbing codes prohibit
reduction in the number of fixtures. A standard
stall provides a clear space on one side of the
water closet to enable persons who use wheel-
chairs to perform a side or diagonal transfer
_from the wheelchair to the water closet. How-
ever, some persons with disabilities who use
mobility aids such as walkers, canes or crutches

are better able to use the two parallel grab bars
in the 36 in (915 mm) wide altemate stall to
achieve a standing position.

In large toilet rooms, where six or more toilet
stalls are provided, it is therefore required that

a 36 in (915 mm) wide stall with parallel grab
bars be provided in addition to the standard
stall required tn new construction. The 36 in
(915 mm) width is necessary to achieve proper
use of the grab bars; wider stalls would position
the grab bars too far apart to be easily used
and narrower stalls would position the grab
bars too close to the water closet. Since the stall
is primarily intended for use by persons using
canes, crutches and walkers, rather than wheel-
chatrs, the length of the stall could be conven-
tional. The door, however, must swing outward
to ensure a usable space for people who use
crutches or walkers.

A4.17.5 Doors. To make it easier for wheel-
chair users to close toilet stall doors, doors can
be provided with closers, spring hinges, or a
pull bar mounted on the inside surface of the
door near the hinge side.

A4.19 Lavatories and Mirrors.

A4.19.6 Mirrors. If mirrors are to be used by
both ambulatory people and wheelchair users,
then they must be at least 74 in (1880 mm)
high at their topmost edge. A single full length
mirror can accommodate all people, including
children.

A4.21 Shower Stalls.

A4.21.1 General. Shower stalls that are

36 in by 36 in (915 mm by 915 mm) wide
provide additional safety to people who have
difficulty maintaining balance because all grab
bars and walls are within easy reach. Seated
people use the walls of 36 in by 36 in (915 mm
by 915 mm) showers for back support. Shower
stalls that are 60 in (1525 mm) wide and have
no curb may increase usability of a bathroom
by wheelchair users because the shower area
provides additional maneuvering space.

A4.22 Toilet Rooms.

A4.22.3 Clear Floor Space. In many small
facilities, single-user restrooms may be the only
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