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ASME A18.1-2003 Safety Standard for Platform Lifts and Stairway Chairlifts, (see 410.1).

Advisory F105.2.2 ASME. ASME A17.1-2000 is used by local jurisdictions throughout the
United States for the design, construction, installation, operation, inspection, testing,
maintenance, alteration, and repair of elevators and escalators. The majority of the
requirements apply to the operational machinery not seen or used by elevator passengers.
ASME A17.1 requires a two-way means of emergency communications in passenger
elevators. This means of communication must connect with emergency or authorized
personnel and not an automated answering system. The communication system must be
push button activated. The activation button must be permanently identified with the word
“HELP.” A visual indication acknowledging the establishment of a communications link to
authorized personnel must be provided. The visual indication must remain on until the call
is terminated by authorized personnel. The building location, the elevator car number, and
the need for assistance must be provided to authorized personnel answering the emergency
call. The use of a handset by the communications system is prohibited. Only the authorized
personnel answering the call can terminate the call. Operating instructions for the
communications system must be provided in the elevator car.

The provisions for escalators require that at least two flat steps be provided at the entrance
and exit of every escalator and that steps on escalators be demarcated by yellow lines 2
inches wide maximum along the back and sides of steps.

ASME A18.1-1999 and ASME A18.1-2003 address the design, construction, installation,
operation, inspection, testing, maintenance and repair of lifts that are intended for
transportation of persons with disabilities. Lifts are classified as: vertical platform lifts,
inclined platform lifts, inclined stairway chairlifts, private residence vertical platform lifts,
private residence inclined platform lifts, and private residence inclined stairway chairlifts.

This document does not permit the use of inclined stairway chairlifts which do not provide
platforms because such lifts require the user to transfer to a seat.

ASME A18.1 contains requirements for runways, which are the spaces in which platforms or
seats move. The standard includes additional provisions for runway enclosures, electrical
equipment and wiring, structural support, headroom clearance (which is 80 inches
minimum), lower level access ramps and pits. The enclosure walls not used for entry or exit
are required to have a grab bar the full length of the wall on platform lifts. Access ramps are
required to meet requirements similar to those for ramps in Chapter 4 of this document.

Each of the lift types addressed in ASME A18.1 must meet requirements for capacity, load,
speed, travel, operating devices, and control equipment. The maximum permitted height for
operable parts is consistent with Section 308 of this document. The standard also
addresses attendant operation. However, Section 410.1 of this document does not permit
attendant operation.

F105.2.3 ASTM. Copies of the referenced standards may be obtained from the American Society for
Testing and Materials, 100 Bar Harbor Drive, West Conshohocken, Pennsylvania 19428 (http://
www.astm.org).




