PART 2. AUDIT OBJECTIVES AND COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS

A. ALLOWABLE COSTS
What is the objective of this portion of the audit?

The objective is to determine, by testing a sample of
transactions, whether the firm complied with the requirements
concerning allowability of costs charged to DoD awards.

What standards or cost principles determine the costs that are
allowable as charges to the award?

Each technology investment agreement should specify the
standards or cost principles that the for-profit firm is to
use to determine the costs that it is allowed to charge to
that award. While the TIA may specify use of the for-profit
cost principles in the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR,
at 48 CFR part 31) and Defense FAR Supplement (DFARS, at

48 CFR part 231), it more likely will specify an alternative
standard. The minimum standard in the latter case is that
Federal funds and the firm’s cost sharing contributions will
be used only for costs that a reasonable and prudent person
would incur in carrying out the research project contemplated
by the agreement.

What compliance requirements for allowability of costs should
the audit address?

For a firm that is subject to the cost principles in the FAR
and DFARS, the IPA should determine and report on whether
costs charged to DoD awards are in compliance with those cost
principles and indirect cost rates are applied in accordance
with approved rate agreements.

For a firm that is subject to alternative standards that may
be used for a TIA, the IPA should determine and report on
whether costs charged to the DoD awards are:

¢ Necessary and reasonable for the performance of the
research projects supported by the awards, or for related
administration. Generally, elements of cost that
appropriately are charged are those identified with
research and development activities under the Generally
Accepted Accounting Principles (see Statement of Financial
Accounting Standards Number 2, “Accounting for Research
and Development Costs,” October 1974).



