CHAPTER 8: SPECIAL ROOMS, SPACES, AND ELEMENTS TECHNICAL

809.2.2 Turning Space. All rooms served by an accessible route shall provide a turning space
complying with 304.
EXCEPTION: Turning space shall not be required in exterior spaces 30 inches (760 mm)
maximum in depth or width.

Advisory 809.2.2 Turning Space. It is generally acceptable to use required clearances to
provide wheelchair turning space. For example, in kitchens, 804.3.1 requires at least one
work surface with clear floor space complying with 306 to be centered beneath. If designers
elect to provide clear floor space that is at least 36 inches (915 mm) wide, as opposed to the
required 30 inches (760 mm) wide, that clearance can be part of a T-turn, thereby
maximizing efficient use of the kitchen area. However, the overlap of turning space must be
limited to one segment of the T-turn so that back-up maneuvering is not restricted. It would,
therefore, be unacceptable to use both the clearances under the work surface and the sink
as part of a T-turn. See Section 304.3.2 regarding T-turns.

809.3 Kitchen. Where a kitchen is provided, it shall comply with 804.

809.4 Toilet Facilities and Bathing Facilities. At least one bathroom shall comply with 603. No fewer
than one of each type of fixture provided shall comply with applicable requirements of 603 through 610.
Toilet and bathing fixtures required to comply with 603 through 610 shall be located in the same toilet
and bathing area, such that travel between fixtures does not require travel between other parts of the
residential dwelling unit.

Advisory 809.4 Toilet Facilities and Bathing Facilities. In an effort to promote space
efficiency, vanity counter top space in accessible residential dwelling units is often omitted.
This omission does not promote equal access or equal enjoyment of the unit. Where
comparable units have vanity counter tops, accessible units should also have vanity counter
tops located as close as possible to the lavatory for convenient access to toiletries.

809.5 Residential Dwelling Units with Communication Features. Residential dwelling units required
to provide communication features shall comply with 809.5.

809.5.1 Building Fire Alarm System. Where a building fire alarm system is provided, the system
wiring shall be extended to a point within the residential dwelling unit in the vicinity of the residential
dwelling unit smoke detection system.

809.5.1.1 Alarm Appliances. Where alarm appliances are provided within a residential awelling
unit as part of the building fire alarm system, they shall comply with 702.

809.5.1.2 Activation. All visible alarm appliances provided within the residential dwelling unit for
building fire alarm notification shall be activated upon activation of the building fire alarm in the
portion of the building containing the residential dwelling unit.

809.5.2 Residential Dwelling Unit Smoke Detection System. Residential dwelling unit smoke

detection systems shall comply with NFPA 72 (1999 or 2002 edition) (incorporated by reference, see
“Referenced Standards” in Chapter 1).
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