A4.11 Platform Lifts (Wheelchair Lifts)

A4.10.13 Car Position Indicators. A spe-
cial button may be provided that would activate
the audible signal within the given elevator only
for the desired trip, rather than maintaining
the audible signal in constant operation.

A4.10.14 Emergency Communications.
A device that requires no handset is easier to
use by people who have difficulty reaching.
Also, small handles on handset compartment
doors are not usable by people who have
difficulty grasping.

Ideally, emergency two-way communication
systems should provide both voice and visual
display intercommunication so that persons
with hearing timpairments and persons with
vislon impairments can receilve information
regarding the status of a rescue. A voice inter-
communication system cannot be the only
means of communication because it is not
accessible to people with speech and hearing
impatrments. While a volce intercommunication
system is not required, at a minimum, the
system should provide both an audio and
visual indication that a rescue s on the way.

A4.11 Platform Lifts (Wheelchair
Lifts).

A4.11.2 Other Requirements. Inclined
stairway chatrlifts, and inclined and vertical
platform lifts (wheelchair lifts) are availlable
for short-distance, vertical transportation of
people with disabilities. Care should be taken
in selecting lifts as some lifts are not equally
suitable for use by both wheelchair users and
semi-ambulatory individuals.

A4.12 Windows.

A4.12.1 General. Windows intended to be
operated by occupants in accessible spaces
should comply with 4.12.

A4.12.2 Window Hardware. Windows
requiring pushing. pulling, or lifting to open (for
example, double-hung, sliding, or casement and
awning units without cranks) should require no
more than 5 lbf (22.2 N) to open or close. Locks,
cranks, and other window hardware should

comply with 4.27.

A4.13 Doors.

A4.13.8 Thresholds at Doorways. Thresh-
olds and surface height changes in doorways
are particularly inconvenient for wheelchair
users who also have low stamina or restric-
tions in arm movement because complex
maneuvering is required to get over the level
change while operating the door.

A4.13.9 Door Hardware. Some disabled
persons must push against a door with their
chair or walker to open it. Applied kickplates
on doors with closers can reduce required
maintenance by withstanding abuse from
wheelchairs and canes. To be effective, they
should cover the door width, less approxi-
mately 2 in (51 mm), up to a height of 16 in
(405 mm) from its bottom edge and be cen-
tered across the width of the door.

A4.13.10 Door Closers. Closers with de-
layed action features give a person more time
to maneuver through doorways. They are par-
ticularly useful on frequently used interior
doors such as entrances to toilet rooms.

A4.13.11 Door Opening Force. Although
most people with disabilities can exert at least
5 Ibf (22.2N), both pushing and pulling from a
stationary position, a few people with severe
disabilities cannot exert 3 Ibf (13.13N). Al-
though some people cannot manage the allow-
able forces in this guideline and many others
have difficulty, door closers must have certain
minimum closing forces to close doors satisfac-
torily. Forces for pushing or pulling doors open
are measured with a push-pull scale under the
following conditions:

(1) Hinged doors: Force applied perpen-
dicular to the door at the door opener or 30 in
(760 mm) from the hinged side, whichever is
farther from the hinge.

(2) Sliding or folding doors: Force applied
parallel to the door at the door pull or latch.

(3) Application of force: Apply force gradually
so that the applied force does not exceed the
resistance of the door. In high-rise buildings,
air-pressure differentials may require a modifi-
cation of this specification in order to meet the
functional intent.




