A4.2 Space Allowances and Reach Ranges
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Fig. A2
Space Needed for Smooth U-Tum in a Wheelchair

NOTE: Footrests may extend further for tall people

Fig. A3
Dimensions of Adult-Sized Wheelchairs

straight ahead with arms swinging, need

32 in (815 mm) of width, which includes 2 in
(50 mm) on either side for sway, and another
1 in (25 mm) tolerance on either side for clear-
ing nearby objects or other pedestrians. Almost
all wheelchair users and those who use walk-
ing aids can also manage within this 32 in
(815 mm) width for short distances. Thus, two
streams of traffic can pass in 64 in (1625 mm)
in a comfortable flow. Sixty inches (1525 mm)
provides a minimum width for a somewhat
more restricted flow. If the clear width is less
than 60 in (1525 mm), two wheelchair users
will not be able to pass but will have to seek

a wider place for passing. Forty-eight inches
(1220 mm) is the minimum width needed for
an ambulatory person to pass a nonambu-
latory or semi-ambulatory person. Within

this 48 in (1220 mm) width, the ambulatory
person will have to twist to pass a wheelchair
user, a person with a service animal, or a




