8.5 Definitions

Building. Any structure used and intended for
supporting or sheltering any use or occupancy.

Circulation Path. An exterior or interior way
of passage from one place to another for pedes-
trians, including, but not limited to, walks,
hallways, courtyards, stairways, and stair
landings.

Clear. Unobstructed.

Clear Floor Space. The minimum unobstructed
floor or ground space required to accommodate a
single, stationary wheelchair and occupant.

Closed Circuit Telephone. A telephone with
dedicated line(s) such as a house phone, cour-
tesy phone or phone that must be used to gain
entrance to a facility.

Common Use, Refers to those interior and
exterior rooms, spaces, or elements that are
made available for the use of a restricted group
of people (for example, occupants of a homeless
shelter, the occupants of an office building, or
the guests of such occupants).

The slope that is perpendicular to
the direction of travel (see running slope).

A short ramp cutting through a
curb or built up to it.

Detectable Warning. A standardized surface
feature built in or applied to walking surfaces or
other elements to wam visually impaired people
of hazards on a circulation path.

Dwelling Unit, A single unit which provides a
kitchen or food preparation area, in addition to
rooms and spaces for living, bathing, sleeping,
and the like. Dwelling units include a single
Jfamily home or a townhouse used as a transient
group home; an apartment building used as a
shelter; guestrooms tn a hotel that provide
sleeping accommodations and food preparation
areas; and other similar facilities used on a
transient basis. For purposes of these guide-
lines, use of the term “Dwelling Unit” does not
imply the unit is used as a residence.

Egress. Mcans of. A continuous and unob-
structed way of exit travel from any point in a
building or facility to a public way. A means of
egress comprises vertical and horizontal travel

and may include intervening room spaces,
doorways, hallways, corridors, passageways,
balconies, ramps, stairs, enclosures, lobbies,
horizontal exits, courts and yards. An accessible
means of egress is one that complies with these
guidelines and does not include stairs, steps, or
escalators. Areas of rescue assistance or evacu-
ation elevators may be included as part of
accessible means of egress.

An architectural or mechanical compo-
nent of a building, facility, space, or site, e.g.,
telephone, curb ramp, door, drinking fountain,
seating, or water closet.

Entrance. Any access point to a building or
portion of a building or facility used for the
purpose of entering. An entrance includes the
approach walk, the vertical access leading to
the entrance platform, the entrance platform
itself, vestibules if provided, the entry door{s)

or gate(s), and the hardware of the entry door(s)
or gate(s).

Facility, All or any portion of buildings, struc-
tures, site improvements, complexes, equipment,
roads, walks, passageways, parking lots, or
other real or personal property located on a site.

Ground Floor, Any occupiable floor less than
one story above or below grade with direct
access to grade. A building or facility always
has at least one ground floor and may have
more than one ground floor as where a split
level entrance has been provided or where a
building is built into a hillside.

Mezzanine or Mezzanine Floor. That portion
of a story which is an intermediate floor level
placed within the story and having occupiable
space above and below its floor.

Marked Crossing. A crosswalk or other iden-
tified path intended for pedestrian use in
crossing a vehicular way.

Multifamily Dwelling. Any building containing
more than two dwelling units.

Occupigble, A room or enclosed space designed
Jfor human occupancy in which individuals
congregate for amusement, educational or
similar purposes, or in which occupants are
engaged at labor, and which is equipped with
means of egress, light, and ventilation.




